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Worthy Sir Knights: 

 

First off,  I would like to thank you for the trust 

you placed in me by electing me your Faithful 

Navigator for the 2006 – 2007 Fraternal Year. 

 

My SPECIAL THANKS to Ernie Spencer for an 

outstanding job as our  Faithful Navigator for the 

2005 -2006 Fraternal Year.  Ernie, you left some 

big shoes to fill. 

 

On behalf of the new Officers, I would also like to 

thank the members for their election.  I feel ex-

tremely confident that as a team, we can continue 

to make this the BEST Assembly in the State of 

Georgia. 

 

Now I know it’s always customary to promise to 

do this or do that and see to this or 

see to that. 

 

Well, guess what!  I’m not  going 

to do that. 

 

Instead, I’d like to express my  

vision for our Assembly. 

 

Our Commander Joe Noa has 

done an excellent job in seeing that 

the Honor (Color) Guard was 

there when called to do so.  Joe, my 

personal THANKS for the wonder-

ful job you have done.  I know at 

times Joe has been pressed thin, 

due to sometimes having to meet two or three calls 

on a given day. 

 

To that end, I would ask that if you are not a 

member of the Honor (Color) Guard,  please   

consider becoming one.  We also have two sets of 

regalia available,  just in case someone does not 

have a set.  I would also like to ask that if you do 

not have your own regalia, PLEASE consider get-

ting it. 

 

Remember that if you have a special ceremony for 

yourself  or an immediate family member like an 

Anniversary, Wedding, or Funeral, the Honor 

Guard will be there if you request them. 

 

Bob Heald, our Faithful Comptroller, has put   

together his budget for the 2006 -2007 fiscal year.   

While our budget depends mostly on our member 

dues to meet our expenditures, I would like to see 

us do one or two activities that will enhance the 

budget and cover costs and allow us to do more on 

the social side. 

 

It could also include a new regalia set, cover our 

chalice fund, or cover whatever the membership 

feels we need to do.  This should not take away 

from what our Councils do, but instead be an   

Assembly program only. 

 

I know that it’s sometimes hard to attend Assem-

bly meetings (especially when it’s the 2

nd

 Thurs-

day of the month), but I would like to ask each 

and every member to try and make the meetings if 

you can.  In order to entice you, we have a dinner 

meal prior to the meeting that will rival any of the 

best restaurants in Atlanta.   

 

Also to make travel a bit easier, we  

rotate Councils every quarter.  Our 

next meeting August 10

th

 will again be 

at All Saints. Then we move to St. An-

drew for four months beginning in Sep-

tember and then to St Brigid, and then 

back to All Saints. 

 

On Saturday October 21

st,

 we will have 

the 4

th

 Degree Exemplification.  Please 

try to recruit your 3

rd

 Degree members.  

Your Grand Knight will have more 

information on this as it comes out. 

 

Time permitting, I would like to have an open fo-

rum at our meetings where every member has an 

opportunity to express his views on what they 

would like to see the Assembly do.  But please 

keep this down to 30 minutes; “oops”, I meant 3 

minutes. 

 

I know our Officers and Committee Chairmen 

will work hard to support the all needs of our  

Assembly. In turn I ask that you respond to their 

suggestions and programs to continue to make our     

Assembly alive and vibrant. 

 

May God Bless each and every one of you and 

your families. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

  Dennis Klein 

 Faithful Navigator 
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Introducing Our New Faithful Navigator — Dennis Klein 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio and raised in Westside suburban Parma, Ohio (the home of the Pink Flamingos), Dennis is the oldest of 

four siblings and the only boy. His father was German and his mother was Croatian. Dennis attended grade schools at Our Lady of 

Good Counsel in Cleveland and later St. Charles in Parma. He continued his Catholic upbringing by attending  St. Edwards High 

School in Lakewood, Ohio. 

He joined the U.S. Navy in 1954 intending to go to 

sea, but ended up at Great Lakes Training Station 

winning several Navy boxing championships. As a 

youth he had started boxing in the Catholic Youth 

Organization (CYO) at age ten and won champion-

ships starting at 56 pounds. He confesses that he now 

weighs slightly more and would have to box in a 

higher classification. 

 

The Navy transferred him to Kodiak, Alaska and as-

signed him to Armed Forces Radio and Television 

with his own disc jockey show. He was also boxing 

coach and was active in the Kodiactors little theater 

group. 

 

Following his military service, he worked at Repub-

lic Steel Co. in Cleveland and soon met his bride-to-

be, Judy Hlivak, at the    St. Charles Young Adult 

Club. He still claims to know exactly what he was 

wearing the first time he saw her. 

 

His job at Republic Steel was mired in a strike situa-

tion, so Judy’s father offered him a job at Bigelow 

Carpets (the beginning of his floor covering career.) 

This was during the period he was attempting to win 

Judy’s affection. 

 

Dennis ended up marrying the boss’s daughter. He largely credits  their marriage to his mother-in-law, Julia (who currently resides 

with them), due to her insistence that Judy go out with that “nice guy” Dennis. 

 

In 1977 Dennis’ employer, the Olin Corporation, transferred him from Cleveland to Atlanta as a Regional Manager. He and Judy 

attended St. Jude’s Church while living at the Guest Quarters awaiting completion of their home in the Martin’s Landing subdivi-

sion. He then became one of the first members of St. Andrew Parish, attending Mass in an office complex until the church was built. 

Still a member there, he serves as Lecturer, Eucharistic Minister, and  whenever needed an Usher. 

 

Being sports-minded and having won Little League championships in Parma, he started his youngest son, John, in Roswell’s base-

ball program. He waited his turn to be able to coach, and when it came he immediately won the Roswell City Championship with his 

son John on the team. 

 

Dennis has also flirted with a part-time acting career, being seen in over 18 movies with stars such as Burt Reynolds, Daniel Day 

Lewis, and Emilio Estevez — to name a few. 

 

His Knight career had begun back in Cleveland where he was active in both the 3rd and 4th Degree. He is the Past Grand Knight of 

St. Andrew Council and is extremely proud of his brother Knights who helped earn that council’s first Star Council Award. When 

asked to be a State District Deputy,  he gladly accepted so he could help other councils grow within his district. He has also been 

recently recruited by K of C State Deputy John Brenner to be the State Chairman for People with Intellectual Disabilities. This 

brand new designation takes the place of the former chairmanship of the so-called “Tootsie Roll Drive.” 

 

Dennis’ business career has led to travel all over the United States, Europe, and the Middle East. He and Judy actually traveled to 

Zagreb, Croatia in an attempt to find the church in which his grandfather and grandmother were married. After calling the local 

bishop’s office to see if it was still standing. in that war-torn region, they were told that it was. They got within a few miles before 

their allotted search time ran out and they had to return without seeing it. 

 

Dennis and Judy, who is the retired Administrative Assistant to the Business Director at Northside Hospital in Atlanta, have been 

married for 46 years. They have four children: Denise, Deborah, Dennis George, and John — plus another nine grandchildren and 

their dog, Blair. He is currently a marketing and sales consultant. 

 

Our Assembly is both fortunate and honored to have this accomplished gentleman as our new Faithful Navigator. 


